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    I. Kindred Causes 
PAGE 

  3   Wilson’s ancestors: LL, 1:6–18; WW to ELA, November 10, 1884, PWW, 3:421. 

  3   propertied women: Fewer than half of the colonies used the word “male” in their election statutes or otherwise 

speci cally excluded women. Rosemarie Zagarri, Revolutionary Backlash: Women and Politics in the Early American 

Republic (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2008), 28; “Suffrage Wins in Senate,” New York Times, 

June 5, 1919, 1. 

  3  petitioned against slavery: Brycchan Carey, From Peace to Freedom: Quaker Rhetoric and the Birth of American 

Antislavery, 1657–1761 (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2012), 72–86. 

    3   in 1763: Frédérique Beauvois, Between Blood and Gold: e Debates over Compensation for Slavery in the Americas 

(New York: Berghahn, 2017), 68. 

  3  “noble effort”: Patrick Henry to Robert Pleasants, January 18, 1773, in Roger A. Bruns, ed., Am I Not a Man and 

a Brother: e Antislavery Crusade of Revolutionary America, 1688–1788 (New York: Chelsea House Publishers, 

1977), 222. 

  3   abolition supporter: Abigail Adams to John Adams, September 22, 1774, in Charles Francis Adams, Sr., ed., Letters 

of Mrs. Adams, vol. 1 (Boston: Charles C. Little and James Brown, 1840), 24 (describing slavery as “a most 

iniquitous scheme” in which free citizens “are daily robbing and plundering from those who have as good a right 

to freedom as we have,” and calling for its end). 

  3  “hold ourselves bound”: Abigail Adams to John Adams, March 31, 1776, quoted in Woody Holton, Abigail Adams 

(New York: Free Press, 2009), 100. 

  3   new constitution: N.J. Constitution of 1776, art. IV. See also Irwin N. Gertzog, “Female Suffrage in New Jersey,” 

in Naomi B. Lynn, ed., Women, Politics and the Constitution (New York: e Haworth Press, 1990), 49. New 

Jersey women and free Black people were stripped of the vote by statute in 1807. Jan Ellen Lewis, “Rethinking 

Women’s Suffrage in New Jersey, 1776–1807,” 63 Rutgers L. Rev. 1017 (2010). 

  4  “Constitution gives this right”: Zagarri, Revolutionary Backlash, 30. 

  4  “if our State”: Abigail Adams to Mary Cranch, November 15, 1797, in Stewart Mitchell, ed., e New Letters of 

Abigail Adams (Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1947), 112. Other prominent American women spoke out 

publicly for equal rights in this era. See, for example, Judith Sargent Murray, On the Equality of the Sexes (1790), 

in Sharon M. Harris, ed., Selected Writings of Judith Sargent Murray (New York: Oxford University Press, 

1995), 3; Mary Wollstonecraft, A Vindication of the Rights of Women (1792) (New York: A.J. Matsell, 1833). 

  4  assumed the presidency: Franklin became president of the Pennsylvania Society for Promoting the Abolition of 

Slavery in 1787. Centennial Anniversary of the Pennsylvania Society for Promoting the Abolition of Slavery 

(Philadelphia: Grant, Faires & Rodgers, 1876), 14.    

  4  “he or she”: Laws of New Jersey, “An Act to Regulate the Election of the Members of the Legislative Council and 

the General Assembly, Sheriffs and Coroners,” February 22, 1797, sec. XI.  

  4   ensuing presidential election ... votes of Black women: Horace Bushnell, Women’s Suffrage, Reform Against Nature 

(New York: Charles Scribner & Co., 1869), 111. 

  4   every northern state: Matthew Mason, Slavery and Politics in the Early American Republic (Chapel Hill: 

University of North Carolina Press, 2006), 14. New Jersey was the last northern state to abolish slavery. Its 

statute phasing out slavery is exemplary of several state laws that re ect both the prevalent abolitionist
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sentiment of the time and the persistence of the evil the abolitionists failed to completely stamp out. e New 

Jersey law purported to end slavery immediately for all persons born on or after July 4, 1804. But it required 

men to serve the “owner” of  their mothers “as if” they were enslaved until age 25, and women until 21. 

Anyone born into slavery on or before July 3, 1804 remained enslaved for life. ese people were not legally 

freed until Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation. “An Act for the Gradual Abolition of Slavery,” 28th 

N.J.G.A., 2nd sitting (February 15, 1804), Acts, chap. 103, 251–54. 

  4   nationwide ban: “Act to prohibit the importation of slaves,” 2 Stat. 426, Pub. L. 9–22 (1807). 

  4   many at the time: Peter Kolchin, American Slavery, 1619–1877, 10th ed. (New York: Hill and Wang, 2003), 80. 

  4  At Monticello: Celia Morris Eckhardt, Fanny Wright: Rebel in America (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 

1984), 81, 84–85. 

  4   her portrait: Chester Buttre, Portrait of Frances Wright, HWS, 1:6 (frontispiece). 

  4   In years afterward: Frances Wright, Course of [Seven] Popular Lectures with ree Addresses, 2nd ed. (New York: 

e Free Enquirer, 1829); Frances Wright D’Arusmont, Biography, Notes, and Political Letters (Dundee: J. Myles, 

Bookseller, 1844), 40–42; Robert J. Connors, “Frances Wright: First Female Civic Rhetor in America,” College 

English, vol. 62, no. 1 (September 1999), 30–57. 

  4  “I go for all” … “his position”: HWS, 4:1075; “Presidents on Suffrage,” e Woman’s Journal, vol. 46, no. 43 

(October 23, 1915), 338. Both HWS and e Woman’s Journal, however, omitted the portion of Lincoln’s 

statement that limited it to “whites.” “What Lincoln Said,” New York Times, February 29, 1915, sec. 7, 2. And 

while he seems never to have retracted that statement, there is no evidence he ever repeated it. Marjorie J. Spruill, 

ed., Jailed for Freedom by Doris Stevens (Chicago: Lakeside Press, 2008), 100n3. 

  4   meetings with James Madison: To Martineau, Madison expressed his view that women and men should have the 

same education, and stressed that “the whole bible is against negro slavery.”  Harriett Martineau, Retrospect of 

Western Travel, vol. 2 (London: Saunders & Otley, 1838), 1–18. 

  4  “Forty years ago”: “Political Non-Existence of Women,” in Harriet Martineau, Society in America, vol. 1 (New 

York: Saunders & Otley, 1837), 148. e future Congressman George W. Julian (R-IN), who would introduce 

several bills during the 1860s and 70s to grant women the right to vote, became committed to the cause of 

women’s suffrage after reading Martineau’s essay. HWS, 3:552–53.  

  5  Slavery Abolition Act: “An Act for the Abolition of Slavery throughout the British Colonies; for promoting the 

Industry of the manumitted Slaves; and for compensating the Persons hitherto entitled to the Services of such 

Slaves,” 3 & 4 William 4 c.73 (August 28, 1833). 

  5   Mott founded: Carol Faulkner, Lucretia Mott’s Heresy: Abolition and Women’s Rights in Nineteenth Century America 

(Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2011), 66. 

  5   that same decade: Gerda Lerner, e Grimké Sisters from South Carolina: Pioneers for Women’s Rights and Abolition 

(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2004), 107–08. 

  5   met Elizabeth Cady Stanton: Elisabeth Griffith, In Her Own Right: e Life of Elizabeth Cady Stanton (New York: 

Oxford University Press, 1984), 38–39.   

  5  “rights of women”: Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Eighty Years and More (New York: European Publishing Co., 1898), 

82, 83. 

  5   Stanton was introduced: Ibid., 127, 138. 

  5   the same week … to “discuss”: HWS, 1:67–68. 

  5  “right to the elective franchise”: Ibid., 1:72. 

  6   Even Lucretia Mott: Faulkner, Mott’s Heresy, 140. 

  6  “only man”: Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Eulogy for Frederick Douglass, as read by Susan B. Anthony, Metropolitan 

A.M.E. Church, Washington, DC, February 25, 1895, in Helen Douglas, ed., In Memoriam: Frederick Douglass 

(Philadelphia: John C. Yorston & Co., 1897), 44.  

  6  “power to choose rulers”: HWS, 1:73. 

  6   An editorial: “e Rights of Women,” e North Star, July 28, 1848, 3. 

  6   nal act: HWS, 1:73. 

  7   attend a lecture: Dorothy Sterling, Lucretia Mott (New York: Doubleday & Co., 1964), 161.
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  7  “God’s ordaining” … “domestic state”: Richard Henry Dana, Sr., “Lecture on ‘Woman,’” Philadelphia, 1849, 

quoted in David Henry, “Lucretia Coffin Mott’s ‘Discourse on Woman,’” Rhetoric Society Quarterly, vol. 25 

(1995 Annual Edition), 11–19, at 12.  7   lecture of her own: Sterling, Lucretia Mott, 161. 

  7  beyond refutation... “weak capacity of woman”: Lucretia Mott, Discourse on Woman Delivered at the Assembly 

Buildings, December 17, 1849 (Philadelphia: T.B. Peterson, 1850). 

  8   Ada Lovelace: Christopher Hollings, Ursula Martin, and Adrian Rice, “e Lovelace–De Morgan Mathematical 

Correspondence,” Historica Mathematica, vol. 44, no. 3 (August 2017), 202–31. 

  8   Maria Mitchell: Renée L. Bergland, Maria Mitchell and the Sexing of Science (Boston: Beacon Press, 2008), xii, 

57. 

  8    that same year: Wendy Moore, “Elizabeth Blackwell: Breaching the Barriers for Women in Medicine,” e Lancet, 

vol. 397, no. 10275 (February 20, 2021), 662. 

  8   Plebiscites: Edward Everett Hale, “A Quarter Century of Kansas,” e Independent, vol. 31 (September 25, 1879), 

1608. 

  8   thousands of mercenaries: at is exactly what happened. Horace Greeley, e American Con ict: A History of the 

Great Rebellion in the United States of America, 1860–64, vol. 1 (Hartford: O.D. Case & Co., 1864), 235. 

  9   89 percent: Congressional Globe, 33rd Cong., 1st Sess. (May 25, 1854), 1321 (roll call on nal Senate passage of 

Kansas-Nebraska Act); Biographical Directory of the United States Congress, 1774–Present (Washington: U.S. 

Government Printing Office, 1998) (listing party affiliations of voting members). 

  9   busy petitioning … simultaneously organizing: Katharine Anthony, Susan B. Anthony: Her Personal History and Her 

Era (New York: Doubleday & Co., 1954), 125; Alma Lutz, Susan B. Anthony: Biography of a Rebel, Crusader, and 

Humanitarian of the Women’s Rights and Feminist Movements (Boston: Beacon Press, 1959), 34–35. 

  9   to Washington: “I feel that woman should in the very capitol of the nation lift her voice against that abominable 

measure,” Susan wrote Lucy Stone on the day the Senate passed the Kansas-Nebraska bill. Susan B. Anthony to 

Lucy Stone, March 3, 1854, quoted in Lutz, Susan B. Anthony, 35. 

  9   underwritten by Gerrit Smith: Susan B. Anthony Diary, March 26, 1854, Schlesinger Library, Radcliffe Institute, 

Harvard University; Frothingham, Gerrit Smith, 212 and chaps. 4, 6 passim. Smith was not only one of the 

richest men in New York, but one of the wealthiest men in the United States. From his father, a nancial partner 

of John Jacob Astor, he had inherited a real estate fortune and managed it into a larger one, making      him a 

multibillionaire in today’s currency. His gifts to political causes he supported, measured in today’s dollars, 

surpassed $600 million during his lifetime. Norman K. Dann, Gerrit Smith: Practical Dreamer (Hamilton, NY: 

Log Cabin Books, 2009), 29. 

  9   earliest congressional supporter: Smith did not propose legislation for women’s voting rights during his single term 

in Congress, but he endorsed the concept in the weeks before his 1852 election: “All will admit that woman has 

a right to herself, to her own powers of locomotion, to her own earnings, but how few are prepared to admit her 

right to the ballot. But all rights are held by a precarious tenure, if this one be denied.... e right of suffrage is 

the great right that guarantees all others.” Gerrit Smith, Address to National Woman’s Rights Convention, 

Syracuse, NY, September 8, 1852, in HWS, 1:527. Having decided to rst secure Black men’s voting rights, he 

prioritized women’s suffrage in the 1870s. Norman K. Dann, Gerrit Smith: Practical Dreamer (Hamilton, NY: 

Log Cabin Books, 2009), 369. 

  9  Washington contacts: Susan B. Anthony Diary, March 26, 1854, Schlesinger Library, Radcliffe Institute, Harvard 

University; HWS, 1:526n109. 

  9   seventy-six members: Susan B. Anthony Diary, March 21, 22, 24, 1854, Schlesinger Library, Radcliffe Institute, 

Harvard University. 

  9  met personally: Susan B. Anthony Diary, March 25, 1854, Schlesinger Library, Radcliffe Institute, Harvard 

University. 

  9   Boyd, a slave owner: Julie Z. Weil and Adrian Blanco Ramos, Congressional slaveholder database, Washington 

Post, www.washingtonpost.com/history/interactive/2022/congress-slaveowners-names-list/.  

  9  “How hateful”: Susan B. Anthony Diary, March 23, 1854, Schlesinger Library, Radcliffe Institute, Harvard 

University.
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  9   “to the winds”: Walter R. Houghton, History of American Politics (Indianapolis: F.T. Neely & Co., 1883), 292.   

  9   along with the men: Henry Wilson, History of the Rise and Fall of the Slave Power in America, 7th ed., vol. 2 

(Boston: Houghton, Mifflin and Co., 1874), 409.10    with their southern colleagues: Pearl T. Ponce, To Govern 

the Devil in Hell: e Political Crisis in Territorial Kansas (DeKalb, IL: Northern Illinois University Press, 2014), 

228. 

10   groundbreaking work: Melanie Susan Gustafson, Women and the Republican Party, 1854–1924 (Urbana: Univer-

sity of Illinois Press, 2001), 16–17. 

10   decided advantage: e Missouri slaveholders were highly motivated to prevent an antislavery government across 

their border. e estimated value of their investment in human “property” was well over one billion dollars, 

measured in today’s currency. Harrison Anthony Trexler, “Slavery in Missouri 1804–1865,” PhD diss., Johns 

Hopkins University, 1912 (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Press, 1914), 10 (citing census gures of 87,422 enslaved 

people in Missouri as of 1850, and 114,931 as of 1860). In “the fties [1850s] ... stout hemp-breaking negroes 

‘sold readily from $1,200 to $1,400,’” while women frequently were sold for over $1,000, and the price for 

children was often in excess of $500. Ibid., 39–42. Using $500 as the most conservative estimate for all enslaved 

persons, and multiplying that by the mean enslaved population of 101,000 at mid-decade, the total is $50.5 

million, or $1.8 billion in current dollars. Given the values Trexler cites, the actual gure could be two or three 

times greater. 

10  rst party: Richard Cordley, A History of Lawrence, Kansas from the First Settlement to the Close of the Rebellion 

(Lawrence: E.F. Caldwell, 1895), 4. 

10   slaveholding U.S. Senator: William E. Parrish, “David Rice Atchison, ‘Faithful Champion of the South,’” Missouri 

Historical Review, vol. 51, no. 2 (January 1957), 122–24. 

10   ve thousand: Jason Roe, “e Contested Election of 1855,” in Civil War on the Western Border: e Missouri–

Kansas Con ict, 1855–65, Kansas City Public Library (online); Donald Gilmore, “Revenge in Kansas, 1863,” 

History Today, vol. 43, no. 3 (March 1993), 47–53. 

10   pre-election census: James W. Erwin, Guerrillas in Civil War Missouri (Charleston: e History Press, 2012), 16. 

10  When the dust settled: U.S. House of Representatives, Report of the Special Committee Appointed to Investigate 

the Trouble in Kansas, 34th Cong., 1st Sess., No. 200 (July 2, 1856). 

10   proslavery laws: Rita Napier, “e Hidden History of Bleeding Kansas,” Kansas History: A Journal of the Central 

Plains, vol. 27, no. 1–2 (Spring-Summer 2004), 44 at 46 and n1. 

10   threatened to kill: Sara T. D. Robinson, Kansas; Its Interior and Exterior Life, 10th ed. (Lawrence: Journal Publish-

ing Co., 1899), 20. 

11   friend of the victim: Ibid., 127. 

11   stuffing envelopes: Ida Husted Harper, e Life and Work of Susan B. Anthony (Indianapolis: e Hollenbeck Press, 

1898), 1:122. 

11  “I doubt not”: Gustafson, Women and the Republican Party, 17. 

11   almost half: William E. Gienapp, e Origins of the Republican Party, 1852–1856 (New York: Oxford University 

Press, 1987), 375; Gustafson, Women and the Republican Party, 18. 

11  “citizens have been shot”: Congressional Globe, 34th Cong., 1st Sess. (May 19, 1856), Appendix, 543 (remarks of 

Mr. Sumner); “Important From Kansas: Gathering of Pro-Slavery Forces for An Attack on Lawrence” (datelined 

May 12, 1856), New York Times, May 30, 1856, 1. 

11  “We are approaching”: “Important From Kansas,” New York Times, May 30, 1856, 1. 

11  “no longer worthy”: Frank W. Blackmar, ed., Kansas, vol. 2 (Chicago: Standard Publishing Co., 1912), 70. ere 

are multiple contemporary sources for this reported remark. Nonetheless, some have posited it may be apocryphal, 

invented by free state newspapers. See, e.g., Nicole Etcheson, “Labouring for the Freedom of is Territory: Free-

State Kansas Women in the 1850s,” Kansas History, A Journal of the Central Plains, vol. 21, no. 2 (Summer 1998), 

68–87, at 80. 

12  “monster posse”: “Affairs in Kansas,” Saturday Evening Post, May 31, 1856, 2. 

12  “matrons of Rome”: Congressional Globe, 34th Cong., 1st Sess. (May 19, 1856), Appendix, 543 (remarks of Mr. 

Sumner).
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12   consulted with Julia Ward Howe: Julia Ward Howe, Reminiscences, 1819–1899 (Boston: Houghton, Mifflin & 

Co., 1900), 178. 

12  “effective efforts to Freedom”: Congressional Globe, 34th Cong., 1st Sess. (May 19, 1856), Appendix, 543 (remarks 

of Mr. Sumner). 

12    scouts and guards … “one furious woman”: Nicole Etcheson, “‘Labouring for the Freedom of is Territory’: Free–

State Kansas Women in the 1850s,” Kansas History: A Journal of the Central Plains, vol. 21, no. 2 (Summer 1998), 

68, at 78–79. 

12   his “disposition”: Alexandria Gazette, May 22, 1856, 2. 

12  “chivalry”: Congressional Globe, 34th Cong., 1st Sess. (May 19, 1856), Appendix, 530 (remarks of Mr. Sumner). 

13  “ugly to others”: Ibid. It is worth noting that Sumner called slavery ugly, not Butler. Nor did he accuse Butler of 

having a “mistress.” By the chaste public standards of the 19th century, Sumner’s allegedly “lurid” and “sexual” 

imagery was hardly outré—it is the sort of thing one routinely nds in Shakespeare’s works from the 16th century. 

Yet this criticism of Sumner had a place in standard American histories well into the 20th century. It is testament 

to the deep in uence of the Dunning school, and even Woodrow Wilson’s own writings depicting Sumner as a 

crass partisan. See text at 71.   

13   gross personal insults: Manisha Sinha, “e Caning of Charles Sumner: Slavery, Race, and Ideology in the Age of 

the Civil War,” Journal of the Early Republic, vol. 23, no. 2 (Summer 2003), 242 and n12; Kellie Carter Jackson, 

Force and Freedom: Black Abolitionists and the Politics of Violence (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 

2019), 90. 

13   Sumner’s speech: Buffalo Daily Republic, May 21, 1856, 2; “Mr. Sumner’s Speech,” New York Tribune, May 21, 

1856, 6; “From Washington,” New York Tribune, May 22, 1856, 5; “Charles Sumner,” Lewisburg Chronicle, 

May 23, 1856, 2; David Herbert Donald, Charles Sumner and the Coming of the Civil War (New York: Ballantine 

Books, 1989), 283, 286; W.H. Hoffer, e Caning of Charles Sumner (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University 

Press, 2010), 58, 67; Stephen Puleo, e Caning: e Assault at Drove America to Civil War (Yardley, PA: 

Westholme Publishing, 2013), 59–74. 

13   tweed coat: Donald, Sumner and the Coming of the Civil War, 214. 

13  ninety degrees: “e Crime Against Kansas, May 19, 1856” (undated publication), Art & History, U.S. Senate 

Historical Office. 

13  “Such a speech”: Congressional Globe, 34th Cong., 1st Sess. (May 20, 1856), Appendix, 544 (remarks of Sen. Cass). 

13   printed in advance: An example of a contemporaneous published copy is Charles Sumner, “e Crime Against 

Kansas,” speech before the United States Senate, May 19–20, 1856 (Boston: John P. Jewett & Co., 1856). 

14   at one o’clock: Report of the House Select Committee on the Alleged Assault Upon Senator Sumner, H. Rep. No. 

34–182, at 36 (1856) (testimony of Sen. Foster), 64 (testimony of Mr. Sutton). 

14   prevent any interference: Ibid., 44–47 (testimony of Mr. Holland), 49–50 (testimony of Mr. Jones), 57 (testimony 

of Mr. Simonton), 64 (testimony of Mr. Sutton). 

14   acting as lookout: Ibid., 48 (testimony of Sen. Crittenden), 59 (testimony of Rep. Edmundson that Brooks wanted 

Edmundson to be present at the assault as “a friend of mine to be with me to do me justice”). 

14   he had plotted: Ibid., 3 (majority report).  

14   did not recognize: Ibid., 23 (testimony of Sen. Sumner). 

14   hard as whalebone: Ibid., 2 (majority report), 73 (testimony of Mr. Davis).  

14  chosen for the purpose: Statement by Preston S. Brooks dated May 28, 1856, Proceedings of the Massachusetts 

Historical Society, 3rd series, vol. 61 (October 1927–June 1928), 221–23, at 222. e statement, handwritten by 

Brooks, was rst published in 1928 from the original manuscript then in possession of Brooks’s daughter. 

14   previously arrested: Michael A. Morrison, Slavery and the American West (Chapel Hill: University of North Caro-

lina Press, 1997), 154. 

14   loaded gun: Elias Nason, e Life and Times of Charles Sumner (Boston: B. B. Russell, 1874), 222. 

14   not raising his voice: H. Rep. No. 34–182, at 28 (testimony of Gov. Gorman). 

14  “come to punish you”: Statement by Preston S. Brooks, 222.
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14   all his might: H. Rep. No. 34–182, at 35 (testimony of Sen. Toombs), 37 (testimony of Sen. Foster), 40 (testi-

mony of Rep. Morgan). 

14   cleaving the bone: Ibid., 51 (testimony of Dr. Boyle, attending surgeon). 

14   milliseconds: Alan M. Nathan, “Dynamics of the Baseball–Bat Collision,” American Journal of Physics, vol. 68, no. 

11, 979–90 (2000). 

14   lost his sight: H. Rep. No. 34–182, at 2 (majority report), 23 (testimony of Sen. Sumner); Congressional Globe, 

34th Cong., 1st Sess., 1279 (May 22, 1856) (remarks of Sen. Wilson). 

14   trauma likely triggered: Alejandro Rodriguez et al., “Post-Traumatic Transient Cortical Blindness,” International 

Ophthalmology, vol. 17, no. 5 (1993), 277–83, at 279; A.P. Gleeson and T. F. Beattie, “Post-Traumatic Transient 

Cortical Blindness in Children,” Journal of Accident and Emergency Medicine, vol. 11, no. 4 (December 1994), 

250–52, at 251. 

14   exposed his skull: H. Rep. No. 34–182, at 51 (testimony of Dr. Boyle, attending surgeon). 

14   face, head, and shoulders: Ibid., 40 (testimony of Rep. Morgan). 

15   left hand … nose: Ibid., 55 (testimony of Capt. Darling).  

15  hold his hands up: Ibid., 33–34 (testimony of Sen. Toombs), 38 (testimony of Rep. Murray), 40 (testimony of 

Rep. Morgan). 

15   instinctively, spasmodically: Ibid., 23 (testimony of Sen. Sumner), 37 (testimony of Sen. Foster), 40 (testimony of 

Rep. Morgan). 

15   bolts and all: Ibid., 24 (testimony of Sen. Sumner). 

15   victim’s screams: Brooks testi ed that “[t]owards the last” his victim “bellowed like a calf.” Preston S. Brooks to 

John Hampden Brooks, May 23, 1856, reprinted in full in Robert L. Meriwether, ed., “Preston S. Brooks on the 

Caning of Charles Sumner,” South Carolina Historical and Genealogical Magazine, vol. 52, no. 1 (January 1951), 

1–4, at 3. 

15   six-foot-one: H. Rep. No. 34–182, at 35 (testimony of Sen. Toombs). 

15  broke the end: Ibid., 28 (testimony of Gov. Gorman), 32 (testimony of Sen. Toombs); Charles Sumner: His 

Complete Works, vol. 5 (Boston: Lee and Shepard, 1900), 269–70 (testimony of William Y. Leader). 

15   two-foot piece: H. Rep. No. 34–182, at 75 (testimony of House Sergeant-at-Arms that length of remaining piece 

was 21.75").  

15  “hard as he could”: Ibid., 35 (testimony of Sen. Toombs). 

15   by his coat collar: Ibid., 40 (testimony of Rep. Morgan). 

15   convulsions: Ibid., 37 (testimony of Sen. Foster). 

15  “Don’t kill him!”: Ibid., 57 (testimony of Rep. Winslow).  

15  “Let them alone”: Ibid., 58 (testimony of Mr. Simonton), 4 (majority report), 29 (testimony of Gov. Gorman), 37 

(testimony of Sen. Foster), 41 (testimony of Rep. Morgan), 57 (testimony of Mr. Simonton); Donald, Sumner 

and the Coming of the Civil War, 248.  

15  unconscious: H. Rep. No. 34–182, at 24 (testimony of Sen. Sumner), 36–37 (testimony of Sen. Foster), 40 

(testimony of Rep. Morgan), 48 (testimony of Sen. Crittenden), 57 (testimony of Mr. Simonton); Congressional 

Globe, 34th Cong., 1st Sess. (May 22, 1856), 1279 (remarks of Sen. Wilson). 

15  “kept up his blows”: H. Rep. No. 34–182, 33 (testimony of Sen. Toombs). 

15   turned black: Ibid., 55 (testimony of Capt. Darling).  

15  “the stick shivered”: Ibid., 71 (testimony of Sen. Iverson), 38 (testimony of Rep. Murray), 39 (testimony of Rep. 

Morgan). 

15   souvenir: Ibid., 60 (testimony of Rep. Edmundson); Statement of Preston S. Brooks, 222; Nason, Life and Times 

of Charles Sumner, 222.  

15  “bleeding and insensible”: Nason, Life and Times of Charles Sumner, 222; H. Rep. No. 34–182, at 36 (testimony 

of Sen. Foster), 40, 42 (testimony of Rep. Morgan), 48 (testimony of Sen. Crittenden), 57 (testimony of Sen. 

Simonton). 

15  “e next time”: Nason, Life and Times of Charles Sumner, 222. 
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15   critical condition: H. Rep. No. 34–182, at 2, 83 (majority report), 69–70 (testimony of Dr. Perry); Marshall S. 

Perry, M.D. to Boston Society for Medical Improvement, December 8, 1856, in Boston Medical and Surgical 

Journal, vol. 55, no. 21 (December 25, 1856), 417–19, at 417. 

15   twenty or thirty blows: H. Rep. No. 34–182, at 28 (testimony of Sen. Gorman), 40 (testimony of Rep. Morgan) 

(blows given “with great rapidity … impossible to tell”), “at least thirty licks,” 57 (testimony of Rep. Winslow). 

Sen. Foster similarly testi ed that the blows “were struck with extreme rapidity” so that it was “impossible to 

count them.” Ibid., 37. Rep. Brooks’s own estimate was that he in icted “about 30 rst rate stripes.” Preston S. 

Brooks to John Hampden Brooks, May 23, 1856, in “Preston S. Brooks on the Caning of Charles Sumner,” 2. 

15  “the worst wounds”: H. Rep. No. 34–182, at 55 (testimony of Capt. Darling), 67 (testimony of Rep. Buffinton). 

16   over three years: Following the attack, Sumner suffered months of various sequelae, including infection, fever, and 

partial paralysis. Neurological symptoms included severe head and neck pain, back pain, and semi-paraplegia that 

made it difficult to stand erect or walk. David Donald’s two biographies of Sumner provide many details 

consistent with post-traumatic stress disorder. David McCullough, in e Greater Journey, infers from the 

evidence that Sumner’s psychological injuries may have been more profound than the physical harm he suffered. 
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