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HOLDING BACK THE TIDE 

 

20. ‘Impossible’ 
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membership had grown to nearly 45,000 as of June that year. HWS, 5:723; Sidney Roderick Bland, “Techniques 
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21. e ‘Firm Hand of Stern Repression’ 
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22. ‘Lock em Up’ 
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275  “ministry of propaganda”: Alan Axelrod, Selling the Great War: e Making of American Propaganda (New York: 
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275   personal correspondence: George Creel to Cedric Larson, July 18, 1938, quoted in Larson and Mock, “Lost Files 

of the Creel Committee,” 8. 

275   campaign book: James Kerney, e Political Education of Woodrow Wilson (New York: Century Co., 1926), 409. 

275   Jefferson, and Lincoln: George Creel, Wilson and the Issues (New York: e Century Co., 1916), 123, 157. 

275  no criticism: Creel devoted an entire chapter to defending Wilson’s white supremacist Navy Secretary Josephus 

Daniels from such imagined “offenses” as the integration of white officers and Black enlisted sailors at meals. “No 

such order was ever made or even contemplated,” Creel assured his readers. Ibid., 91. 

275  “Democratic dailies”: Creel, Rebel at Large, 149, 153. 

276   lm industry: Creel had experience working for a lm studio that was later acquired by Warner Brothers. eir 

cowboy star, “Bronco Billy,” was a nationwide sensation. In Colorado, Creel not only wrote scenarios but acted 

in one of the Bronco Billy shorts, e Heart of a Cowboy (1910). (He played the blackhearted villain.) Creel, Rebel 

at Large, 132–41; David Kiehn, Broncho Billy and the Essanay Film Company (Berkeley, CA: Farwell Books, 

2003), 19–20, 305. Creel’s wife was an actress who had appeared in lms by Cecil B. DeMille and Paramount. 
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furnished a model for Nazi propagandists in the 1930s. After the war, both Walter Lippman and Edward L. 

Bernays, who worked for the CPI in New York and at the Paris Peace Conference, published books based on 

their experiences with propaganda. Lippman’s work, Public Opinion (New York: Macmillan, 1922), recognized 

the dangers—explaining, for example, how during the war, propaganda convinced the public that the “racial” 

differences between uncivilized “Teutons” and civilized “Anglo-Saxons” or “French” were “eternal.” Nonetheless 

he argued for an enlightened government-led “manufacture of consent.” Public Opinion, 145, 248. Bernays, in 

Crystallizing Public Opinion (New York: Liveright Publishing, 1923), demonstrated how the CPI’s wartime 

approach could be used to manipulate “malleable public opinion” in peacetime. Ibid., 76, and passim. In 1933, 

Joseph Goebbels told a reporter he was “particularly fond” of Crystallizing Public Opinion, kept it in his personal 

library, and relied upon it in constructing the Nazi Party’s propaganda campaign. Larry Tye, e Father of Spin: 

Edward L. Bernays and the Birth of Public Relations (New York: Henry Holt, 1998), 111. e World War, Hitler 

wrote, had demonstrated “the tremendous results which could be obtained by a propagandist system.” Adolf 

Hitler, Mein Kampf, trans. Ralph Manheim (Boston and New York: Houghton Mifflin, 1999), 176. 

278   party of dignitaries: SWP, 207; Charles Hanson Towne, ed., e Balfour Visit: How America Received Her 

Distinguished Guest (New York: George H. Duran, 1917), 15–17, 26. 

278   from Wilson’s war message: Ibid. 

278   minor political parties: Ray Stannard Baker Diary, May 14, 1917, LL, 7:67. 

278  endorsed the Anthony Amendment: Alice Paul, “Conversations with Alice Paul: Woman Suffrage and the Equal 

Rights Amendment,” by Amelia R. Fry, Suffragists Oral History Project, University of California, Berkeley 

(1973), 154. 

278   “will you not”: JFF, 86. 

278  had come from NAWSA: Helen Hamilton Gardener to WW, May 10, 1917, PWW, 42:269–70; WW to Rep. 

Edward W. Pou, May 14, 1917, PWW, 42:293. 

279   “another committee”: JFF, 87. 

279   moved to Washington: “Mrs. George Bass to Head Woman’s Democratic Bureau,” Daily Oklahoman, February 1, 

1917, 7. 

279  Her perspective: “Elizabeth Bass,” obituary, Manitowoc Herald Times, August 26, 1950, 2; “Judge George Bass 

Dies at Chicago,” Manitowoc Herald News, February 21, 1930, 1. 

279   gently nudged: Elizabeth Bass to WW, May 3, 1917, PWW, 42:208. 

279   child labor law: Keating–Owen Child Labor Act of 1916, Pub. L. 98–449, 39 Stat. 675. 

280  led the NWP delegation: JFF, 29; Jana Brubaker, “Biography of Elizabeth Glendower Evans, 1856–1937,” in 

Biographical Dictionary of the Woman Suffrage Movement in the United States, omas Dublin and Kathryn Kish 

Sklar, eds. (Alexandria, VA: Alexander Street Press, 2015) (online). 

280   “follow you wherever”: Elizabeth Bass to WW, May 3, 1917, PWW, 42:208. 

280   “hardly necessary”: WW to Elizabeth Bass, May 4, 1917, PWW, 42:214. 

280   Creel’s protocols: Alan Axelrod, Selling the Great War (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2009), 107.
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280   verbatim: For example, see “Espionage Bill Is Signed; Numerous Prosecutions Expected Under Its Provisions,” 

New York Times, June 16, 1917, 9; “President Signs Espionage Bill, Tacoma Daily Ledger, June 16, 1917, 2; 

“President Signs Espionage Bill; Measure Regarded as Most Important Piece of Legislation Since War Started,” 

Salt Lake Tribune, June 16, 1917, 2; “Espionage Act Now In Effect; Prosecutions Anticipated Following 

President’s Approval of Bill,” Salt Lake Herald Republican, June 16, 1917, 5; “New Espionage Law Is Regarded 

As Important; Department of Justice Officials Expect Many Prosecutions Under Its Provisions,” Idaho Daily 

Statesman, June 16, 1917; “Much Expected of Espionage Bill Now Signed by President,” Wheeling Intelligencer, 

June 16, 1917, 1. 

280   detailed regulations: Axelrod, Selling the Great War, 101–03. 

281   unprecedented regime: According to the editor of the New York World, Wilson said privately on the evening before 

his war message that “every man who refused to conform would have to pay the penalty.” He thought “the 

Constitution would not survive it. Free speech and the right of assembly would go.” John L. Heaton, comp., 

Cobb of “e World” (New York: E. P. Dutton, 1924), 267; Memorandum in Frank I. Cobb Papers, Manuscript 

Division, Library of Congress.  

281   “peacetime practice”: Creel, How We Advertised America, 71–72. 

281   Division of News … expense:  Ibid., 74; Axelrod, Selling the Great War, 107–108. 

281  “national newspaper” … less difficult: WW, Constitutional Government in the United States (New York: Columbia 

University Press, 1908), 126; John Maxwell Hamilton, Manipulating the Masses: Woodrow Wilson and the Birth 

of American Propaganda (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2020), 113. 

282   “mind of America”: Hamilton, Manipulating the Masses, 101. 

282   “censorship” … “suppressive features”: Ibid., 101–02 (Creel’s emphases). 

282   “Ambassador Extraordinary”: “Mr. Root Envoy to Russia,” United States Naval Institute Proceedings, vol. 43, no. 

1 (January 1917), 1353. 

282   rejoin the war: George F. Kennan, Soviet–American Relations, vol. 1, Russia Leaves the War (Princeton: Princeton 

University Press, 1956), 21–22. 

282   die-hard opponent: “Root Denounces Suffrage Agitation,” New York Times, September 25, 1917, 1. 

282   Root told the members: Elihu Root, “Address to the Council of Ministers, Petrograd, June 15, 1917,” in e United 

States and the War—e Mission to Russia—Political Addresses by Elihu Root, Robert Bacon and James Brown 

Scott, eds. (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1918), 98; Alton Earl Ingram, “e Root Mission to Russia, 

1917” (PhD diss., Louisiana State University, 1970), 147–48. 

282  Lvov’s formal declaration: “Declaration of the Provisional Government Reviewing Its Accomplishments and 

Calling for the Support and Cooperation of All the Vital Forces in the Nation,” Interim Government Meeting 

Records, No. 40 (April 26, 1917), 1, in e Russian Provisional Government, 1917—Documents, vol. 3, Robert 

Paul Browder and Alexander F. Kerensky, eds. (Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 1961), 1249. 

283  one million copies: David R. Francis to Robert Lansing, June 20, 1917, Records of Governor David Rowland 

Francis, 1889–1893, Office of Governor, Record Group 3.27, Missouri State Archives, cited in Alton Earl 

Ingram, “e Root Mission to Russia, 1917” (PhD diss., Louisiana State University, 1970), 147–48. 

283   passage was quoted: “e Real Russia,” New York Times, June 19, 1917, 12. 

283   Pankhurst met with Root: “Mrs. Pankhurst Sees Root,” New York Times, June 21, 1917, 1. 

283   “universality”: Mary Gray Peck, Carrie Chapman Catt (New York: H. W. Wilson Co., 1944), 276. 

283   “no time for manners”: JFF, 93. e words on the ten-foot sign were: “To the Envoys of Russia. President Wilson 

and Envoy Root are deceiving Russia. ey say we are a democracy. Help us win a world war so that democracies 

may survive. We, the Women of America, tell you that America is not a democracy. Twenty million American 

women are denied the right to vote. President Wilson is the chief opponent of their national enfranchisement. 

Help us make this nation truly free. Tell our government that it must liberate its people before it can claim Russia 

as an ally.” Photograph, To the Envoys of Russia. President Wilson and Envoy Root Are Deceiving Russia (Harris & 

Ewing, 1917), Prints & Photographs Division, Library of Congress, https://www.loc.gov/item/2016884713/. 

283   “lined with cheering people: “Washington Cheers Russian Mission,” New York Times, June 20, 1917, 3. 

283   taunting: “Crowd Destroys Suffrage Banner at White House,” New York Times, June 21, 1917, 1. 

284   crowd rushed: “Obnoxious Banner Is Torn to Shreds,” Washington Evening Star, June 20, 1917, 1.
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284   police did nothing … White House usher: Ibid. 

284   personally directed: “Crowd Destroys Suffrage Banner,” New York Times. 

284  Wilson’s top aide: “Obnoxious Banner,” Washington Evening Star; “Flaunt Fresh Banner: Suffrage White House 

Pickets Expect Second Battle Today,” Washington Post, June 21, 1917, 1. 

284    pallbearers: “R.W. Pullman Dead—Washington Police Chief Was Long a Newspaper Man,” Editor and Publisher, 

vol. 52, no. 39 (February 26, 1920), 12. 

284   military zone: JFF, 93. 

284   direct orders: “Obnoxious Banner,” Washington Evening Star.  

285   “say the word”: “Flaunt Fresh Banner: Suffrage White House Pickets Expect Second Battle Today,” Washington 

Post, June 21, 1917, 1; “Crowds Again Rend Suffrage Banners,” New York Times, June 22, 1917, 5; “Obnoxious 

Banner,” Washington Evening Star.  

285  served notice: “Crowd Destroys Suffrage Banner,” New York Times; “Flaunt Fresh Banner,” Washington Post. 

285   carte blanche: Donald Johnson, “Wilson, Burleson, and Censorship in the First World War,” Journal of Southern 

History, vol. 28, no. 1 (February 1962), 46–58, at 46–47.  

285    secret directive: Ibid., 48; Stephen Rhode, “Julian Assange, the Espionage Act of 1917, and Freedom of the Press,” 

e American Prospect, prospect.org, June 19, 2019.  

285   “defamatory”: “Women’s Banner Torn to Pieces at White House,” Chicago Tribune, June 21, 1917, 2. 

285   encouraging insurrection: “Obnoxious Banner,” Washington Evening Star. 

286   “lock them up”: “Shut Up or Be Locked Up!,” Chicago Day Book, June 23, 1917, 21. 

286   “advertising”: “Flaunt Fresh Banner,” Washington Post. 

 

23. ‘You Ought Not to Have the Vote’ 
PAGE 
287   page–one stories: Cedric Larson and James R. Mock, “e Lost Files of the Creel Committee of 1917–19,” Public 

Opinion Quarterly, vol. 3, no. 1 (January 1939), 17. 

287   “not in the least”: “Flaunt Fresh Banner: Suffrage White House Pickets Expect Second Battle Today,” Washington 

Post, June 21, 1917, 1. 

287   “meant business”: “Two Suffragists Arrested and Picketing Forbidden; Question of Rights to Be Fought Out in  

the Courts,” Washington Times, June 22, 1917, 1.  

287   “German money”: “Capital Police Stop Picketing,” Philadelphia Evening Ledger, June 22, 1917, 1. 

287   news from London: “Women Win in England—Commons Passes Electoral Reform Bill Dealing with Suffrage,” 

New York Times, June 20, 1917, 3. 

288  Burns and Morey: “Police Censor Banner Mottoes of Suffragists,” San Francisco Chronicle, June 22, 1917, 2; 

“Police Suppress Women Rioters at White House,” Los Angeles Times, June 22, 1917, 1; “Mob Led by Woman 

Rips Suffrage Flags to Bits,” Washington Times, June 21, 1917, 1. 

288   “paled into insigni cance”: “Police Suppress Women Rioters,” Los Angeles Times. 

288   10,000 men and women: “Police Censor Banner Mottoes,” San Francisco Chronicle. 

288   “We shall ght”: “Two Suffragists Arrested,” Washington Times.  

288   mob rushed: “Mob Led by Woman,” Washington Times. 

288   ripped the banners: Ibid.; “Police Suppress Women Rioters,” Los Angeles Times; “Brave ird Day Riot—White 

House Pickets Will Fly More Banners is Morning,” Washington Post, June 22, 1917, 1. 

289   “went down instantly”: “Mob Led by Woman,” Washington Times. 

289   “motion picture men”: “Suffrage Banners Torn from Frames,” Los Angeles Times, June 22, 1917, 1. 

289  “police did not wait”: “Police Censor Banner Mottoes,” San Francisco Chronicle; “Brave ird Day Riot,” 

Washington Post. 

289  “quickly stripped it”: “Woman Leads Attack On White House Pickets,” New York Tribune, June 22, 1917, 1; 

“Brave ird Day Riot,” Washington Post. 

289   ultimatum: “Suffrage Banners Torn from Frames,” Los Angeles Times; Raymond W. Pullman, Report of the Major 

and Superintendent of the Metropolitan Police, District of Columbia (Washington, DC, 1916), 6; JFF, 93–94. 

289   disdainful lede: “Brave ird Day Riot,” Washington Post.
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289   a “hero”: “Mob Led by Woman,” Washington Times. 

289   “little short of treason”: “A Study in Contrasts,” Detroit Free Press, June 22, 1917, 4. 

289   earlier threat … would be arrested: “Suffrage Banners at White House Forbidden,” St. Louis Post–Dispatch, June 

22, 1917, 1. 

290   “no matter what”: “Two Suffragists Arrested and Picketing Forbidden; Question of Rights to Be Fought Out in 

the Courts,” Washington Times, June 22, 1917, 1. 

290  immediately arrested: “Suffrage Banners at White House Forbidden,” St. Louis Post–Dispatch; “Two Suffragists 

Arrested and Picketing Forbidden,” Washington Times; “Boston Suffragist Put Under Arrest,” Boston Globe, June 

23, 1917, 10; “Police Arrest Suffrage Pickets,” Hartford Courant, June 23, 1917, 10; “White House Pickets Gone, 

But Women Hint at New Move,” New York Tribune, June 23, 1917, 9; “Woman Arrests Suffrage Pickets,” New 

York Times, June 23, 1917, 9. 

290   “police were instructed”: “Woman Arrests Suffrage Pickets,” New York Times.  

290   “White House folks are happy”: “White House Pickets Gone, But Women Hint at New Move,” New York Tribune, 

June 23, 1917, 9. 

290   blockade: “Two Suffragists Under Arrest,” Christian Science Monitor, June 23, 1917, 5.  

290   obstructing traffic: Ibid.  

290   dozen women: “More Suffragists Booked for Trial,” Salt Lake Tribune, June 26, 1917, 3. 

290   nine more: “Nine New Suffs Arrested After Charge on Police,” Washington Times, June 26, 1917, 1. 

291   “greatest obstacle”: “Mob Led by Woman,” Washington Times. 

291  “lack of patriotism”: “State Suffragist President Denounces Washington Pickets,”  Philadelphia Evening Ledger, 

June 22, 1917, 3. 

291   “no shadings”: Mark Sullivan, “Creel−Censor,” Collier’s Weekly, vol. 60, no. 9 (November 10, 1917), 13. 

291   “ sts, feet, ngers, teeth, nails”: Nor did he see any need for “time-wasting with the rights and wrongs” or “fussing 

with facts.” Ibid., 13, 37. Creel became Collier’s Washington editor during Franklin D. Roosevelt’s second term. 

Betty Houchin Win eld, FDR and the News Media (New York: Columbia University Press, 1994), 62.  

291   twenty-one more: Catherine J. Lanctot, “‘We Are at War and You Should Not Bother the President’: e Suffrage 

Pickets and Freedom of Speech During World War I,” Villanova University School of Law, Working Paper Series 

116 (May 2008), 17. 

291   not in itself unlawful: Peaceful demonstrations on public property, including sidewalks, have “from ancient times, 

been a part of the privileges, immunities, rights, and liberties of citizens.” Hague v. CIO, 307 U.S. 496 (1939). 

e suffrage protesters had been so advised by their legal counsel. A year after the rst suffragists were arrested, 

the District of Columbia Court of Appeals held that the suffragist protesters had been unlawfully indicted for 

sidewalk obstruction. Hunter v. District of Columbia, 47 App. D.C. 406 (1918). See text at p. 396 and 

accompanying notes. 

292   forty-foot width: At oral argument in the suffragists’ appeal of their convictions on January 9, 1918, Judge Josiah 

Van Orsdel stated that “it is commonly known there is a forty-foot sidewalk” in front of the White House. “Ten 

Picket Cases Heard in District Court of Appeals,” e Suffragist, vol. 6, no. 2 (January 12, 1918), 9. Washington, 

DC pedestrian traffic in 1917 was, of course, very light compared to the 21st century. Fifty years after the 1917 

arrests, when the advent of jet travel had dramatically increased the volume of tourists in Washington, the 

maximum number of pedestrians using the sidewalk in front of the White House during peak summer periods 

was 3,260 per hour, according to a 1968 study. If demonstrators used ve feet of the then 35-foot-deep sidewalk, 

the study determined, this would leave ample room for demonstrators as well as over 30,000 pedestrians per 

hour—10% of the entire population of the District of Columbia in 1917. Vasant H. Surti and omas J. Burke, 

“Investigation of the Capacity of the White House Sidewalk for Orderly Demonstrations,” Highway Research 

Board, Committee on Pedestrians, Washington, DC, 1968, at 22, 24.  

292   relevant provisions: Police Regulations of the District of Columbia (Washington, DC: July 31, 1915), §§ 40(b), 

(c). 

292   chief legal officer: Syme’s background was similar to that of many others in the Wilson administration: his father 

was a volunteer infantryman for the Confederacy in the Civil War, and his mother worked for the Confederate 

cause  “with unceasing devotion  …  often incur[ring] personal danger” to do so.  In Washington he worked for
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several years for a Democratic senator, later becoming a Democratic party officer in West Virginia and a surrogate 

speaker for both of Wilson’s presidential campaigns. J.R. Cole, History of Greenbrier County (Lewisburg, WV: 

J.R. Cole, 1917), 166–171. 

292  Washington correspondent: Gilson Gardner, “Why Arresting Suffragists Is Stupid: A Word of Advice for the Ad-

ministration,” reprinted in e Suffragist, vol. 5, no. 76 (July 7, 1917), 7. 

293  “control discretion”: Charles D. Breitel, “Controls in Criminal Law Enforcement,” University of Chicago Law 

Review, vol. 27, no. 3 (Spring 1960), 427–35. 

293   “ought not to have the vote”: “Six Suffragists Are Tried by the United States Courts,” e Suffragist, vol. 5, no. 76 

(July 7, 1917), 5; Prison Register, April 1917–September 1918, Washington Asylum and Jail, District of 

Columbia Department of Corrections, at Lucy Burns Museum, Lorton, VA. 

293   “admission of guilt”: JFF, 95. 

293  established the precedent: “An Account of the Proceedings of the Trial of Susan B. Anthony”  (Rochester, NY:  

Daily Democrat and Chronicle Book Print, 1874), pamphlet, NAWSA Collection, Library of Congress, 84–85. 

293   rats: “Suffrage Arrests Disappoint Crowd,” New York Times, July 15, 1917, 13. 

294   personally promised: Mrs. Ellis Meredith to JPT, June 28, 1917, reel 210, #59557, image 114, Executive Office 

File, 1912–21, WWP. 

294   “a line or two”: Ibid. 

294    NAWSA’s latest criticism … “their existence”: “National Woman Suffrage Association States Its Views on Publicity 

Tactics at It Regards as Harmful to Real Ends Sought,” Official Bulletin, vol. 1, no. 46 (July 3, 1917), 2. 

295   “defying police”: “Militants Will Picket Before White House, Defying Police,” Washington Post, July 4, 1917, 1. 

295  “attacking the president”: “Militants in Riot; 13 Held for Trial,” Washington Post, July 5, 1917, 1; “Washington 

Crowds Menace Militants,” Baltimore Sun, July 5, 1917, 1; “Jail Militant Suffragists,” Hagerstown Exponent, July 

5, 1917, 1; “Injuring the Cause,” Potter (PA) Enterprise, July 5, 1917, 1; “Say Militants Hurt the Cause,” 

Burlington Weekly Free Press, July 5, 1917, 9; “Jail Militant Suffragists,” Polk County Democrat, July 5, 1917, 2; 

“Militants Forced to Wait on Court,” Camden, NJ Morning Post, July 5, 1917, 11; “Jail Militant Suffragists,” 

Waterloo Press, July 5, 1917, 2; “Suffragists Had No ‘Nighties,’” Dodge City Daily Journal, July 5, 1917, 1; 

“Suffragists in White House Riot,” New Britain Herald, July 5, 1917, 6. e narrative in this sampling is endlessly 

repeated in newspaper reporting across the U.S. during the rst week of arrests, convictions, and incarceration. 

An exception was the Des Moines Register, which in an article headlined “Suffs Differ on Tactics” patiently laid 

out both sides of the story. But even it branded the protesters as “militants.” Des Moines Register, July 5, 1917, 4.   

295   “comedy riot”: “White House Riot Broken Up By Police,” New York Times, July 5, 1917, 9; JFF, 96. 

295   Clayton Act: Clayton Antitrust Act of 1914, Pub. L. 63–212, 38 Stat. 730, 15 U.S.C. §§ 12–27 and 29 U.S.C. 

§§ 52–53. 

295  “militant picketing”: Philip Price, “e Effect of the Clayton Act on Picketing,” University of Pennsylvania Law 

Review, vol. 70, no.2 (January 1922), 101–05, at 102.  

295   the absurdity: Alva Belmont, “Militancy,” e Suffragist, vol. 5, no. 78 (July 21, 1917), 9. 

296   much to the advantage: e same would be true for the over 1,900 judicial proceedings during and after the war 

considering issues of free speech, about half of which resulted in convictions. Arthur M. Schlesinger, Political and 

Social History of the United States: 1829–1925 (New York: Macmillan, 1928), 533–34. e Supreme Court cases 

were all decided after the Armistice on November 11, 1918, while government appeals of the cases it lost were 

still pending, so the administration effectively had its way throughout the war. 

296   “I can’t believe”: “Militants Go to Jail,” Washington Post, July 7, 1917, 2. 

296   Bastille Day vigil: “Protest for Liberty Answered with Sixteen More Suffrage Arrests,” e Suffragist, vol. 5, no. 

78 (July 21, 1917), 4. 

296   precisely one o’clock … from a wedding: “Suffrage Arrests Disappoint Crowd,” New York Times, July 15, 1917, 13; 

SWP, 225–26; “60-Day Sentence; Won’t Pay Fines,” New York Times, July 18, 1917, 1; “Protest for Liberty 

Answered with Sixteen More Suffrage Arrests,” e Suffragist. 

297   recently dined: JFF, 110.
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24. ‘Traitor’ 
PAGE 
298   political representative: “Malone Nominated as Port Collector,” New York Times, November 11, 1913, 6. 

298  Malone made headlines: “Malone Aids Fight of Anti-Draft Press,” New York Times, July 14, 1917, 7; “Wilson, 

Burleson, and Censorship in the First World War,” Journal of Southern History, vol. 28, no. 1 (February 1962), 

46–58, at 49. e New York meeting was held under the auspices of the Civil Liberties Bureau of the American 

Union Against Militarism. (e Bureau would later become the American Civil Liberties Union.) Also in 

attendance at the AUAM meeting in New York was Clarence Darrow, with whom Malone would pair in 

defending Tennessee teacher John T. Scopes against criminal charges for teaching evolution in the famous 1925 

“Monkey Trial.” Opposing Malone as a member of the state’s prosecution team would be William Jennings 

Bryan. “Wilson, Burleson, and Censorship,” 49; Jonathan K. Van Patten, “e Trial of John Scopes,” South 

Dakota Law Review, vol. 66, no. 2 (Summer 2021), 273.  

298  German in uence: Louis Brownlow, A Passion for Anonymity (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1958), 76–

77.  

298  Gregory spotted Malone: JFF, 116–117. Gregory, who did not recognize Stevens until Malone introduced her, 

began the conversation by addressing Malone: "I see you were mixed up with the suffragettes yesterday." Ibid. 

298   pro se counsel … “squirmed”: “Blames Capitol Police,” New York Times, July 17, 1917, 9. 

299  “treasonable and seditious”: “e United States Government on Trial,”  e Suffragist, vol. 5, no. 78 (July 21, 

1917), 7. 

299   Mullowney declared: SWP, 233.  

299   two months: “Sixteen Militants Begin 60-Day Term,” Washington Post, July 18, 1917, 1; “Suffragists Take 60–

Day Sentence; Won’t Pay Fines,” New York Times, July 18, 1917, 1. 

299   maximum penalty: “Suffragettes Sent to Occoquan,” Washington Times, July 17, 1917, 1. 

299   city prosecutor … sharing a box: “Police Judge Alexander R. Mullowney,” Washington Law Reporter, vol. 33, no. 

41 (October 13, 1905); “Named by President,” Richmond News Leader, October 6, 1905, 5; “Heard and Seen at 

the Ball Game,” Washington Post, April 13, 1911, 2. Mullowney shared a box with Assistant Corporation Counsel 

Gus Schuldt. 

299   prison workhouse: “Suffragists Take 60-Day Sentence; Won’t Pay Fines,” New York Times, July 18, 1917, 1. 

300  the very day: “Pickets Amuse Court ... Dudley Field Malone a Witness,” Washington Post, July 17, 1917, 12; 

“Suffragists Take 60–Day Sentence; Won’t Pay Fines,” New York Times, July 18, 1917, 1.  

300   Creel could at least: “Malone Aids Fight of Anti–Draft Press,” New York Times, July 14, 1917, 6. 

300   form letter: Donald Johnson, “Wilson, Burleson, and Censorship in the First World War,” Journal of Southern 

History, vol. 28, no. 1 (February 1962), 50. 

300  “well-intentioned people”: LL, 7:165n1. 

300  ey had done much: Eastman publicly supported Wilson in 1916 because he was committed to “keeping out of 

war.” “Max Eastman for Wilson,” Times and Democrat (Orangeburg, SC), October 17, 1916, 1. 

300   AUAM was outraged: Max Eastman, Amos Pinchot, and John Reed to WW, July 12, 1917, PWW, 43:165–66. 

300   emergency meeting: “Amos Pinchot: Rebel Prince,” Pennsylvania History, vol. 66, no. 2 (Spring 1999), 166–198, 

at 189–193. 

300   pledged to Pinchot: WW to Amos Pinchot, July 13, 1917, PWW, 43:164. 

301  “sincere men”: WW to Albert Burleson, July 13, 1917, PWW, 43:164. 

301   prepared a letter: WW to Amos Pinchot, July 17, 1917, PWW, 43:193; Albert Burleson to WW, July 16, 1917, 

PWW, 43:187. 

301  “shut off steam”: “Limited to Tariff,” Washington Evening Star, March 8, 1913, 9.  “He spent no more than four 

or ve hours a day on his work,” according to biographer Gene Smith’s description of the routine Wilson 

established his rst year in office, and “he did not work on Saturdays or Sundays,” preferring to follow a 

“schoolboy schedule.” Gene Smith, When the Cheering Stopped (New York: William Morrow & Co., 1964), 5. 

301   “nervous energy”: “Suffragists Take 60–Day Sentence,” New York Times. 

301   forty– ve minutes: Ibid.
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301   extraordinary confrontation: We know the details of this White House meeting because Malone recounted them 

in person in a ninety-minute session with Colonel House, who in turn recorded them in his diary the same night, 

and because Malone dictated an even more extensive account in dialogue form, which Doris Stevens published 

in 1921. EMH Diary, July 26, 1917, PWW, 43:290; JFF, 158–62. Words within quotation marks are reproduced 

from Malone’s account verbatim, except that rst person pronouns are used and verb tenses changed to the 

present, where appropriate to represent dialogue. 

303   “you do know”: SWP, 227 (Malone’s emphasis). 

305  “Everything that you do”: WW to Dudley Field Malone, June 22, 1916, PWW, 37:283. 

306  Lost in thought: “16 Suffragists Sent to Jail for 60 Days,” New York Tribune, July 18, 1917, 1.  

306  upstairs to Edith: EBW, My Memoir (New York: Bobbs-Merrill Co., 1939), 138; Alden Hatch, Edith Bolling 

Wilson, First Lady Extraordinary (New York: Dodd, Mead & Co., 1961), 80. 

306  “did not sleep”: EMH to Dudley Field Malone, July 31, 1917, box 76, folder 2562, House Papers, MS 466, Yale 

University Library. 

306   front and center: “Suffragists Take 60 Day Sentence; Won’t Pay Fines,” New York Times, July 18, 1917, 1. 

306   two lines of type: “Dudley Field Malone May Quit for Suffrage,” Los Angeles Times, July 18, 1917, 1. 
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